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Revised  
 U.S. Steel Petition for Partial Abandonment  

Portions of State Ditch 86 and Fire Relief Commission Ditch B 
(revisions shown in red) 

 
A petition was received from U.S. Steel on December 29, 2022 requesting partial abandonment of 
four segments of public drainage ditch systems as follows: 

1. Lateral 1 of State Ditch (SD) 86 located in Sections 3 and 4, Township 48 North, Range 24 
West totaling approximately 1 mile in length 

2. Lateral 2 of State Ditch (SD) 86 located in Sections 4 and 5, Township 48 North, Range 24 
West totaling approximately 1 mile in length 

3. Lateral 3 of State Ditch (SD) 86 located in Sections 5 and 6, Township 48 North, Range 24 
West totaling approximately 1 mile in length 

4. Designation unknown, County GIS map labeled as Fire Relief Commission (FRC) B located in 
Sections 33 and 34, Township 49 North, Range 24 West totaling approximately 0.5 mile in 
length 

 
A site visit was conducted on May 3, 2023 with a representative of U.S. Steel to view the segments 
of ditch included in the petition for partial abandonment. 
 
Segment 1:  Lateral No. 1 State Ditch 86  
  
Description:  From the southwest corner of Section 3, Township 48 North, Range 24 West  
intersection with the main ditch of SD 86, then north approximately 1 mile to the northwest 
corner of Section 3, Township 48 North, Range 24 West. 
 
Direction of Flow:  The original gradient of this lateral was 0.02% toward the main ditch (south).  
However, during the site visit on May 3, 2023, there was a very subtle flow of water north to FRC-B 
as described in Segment 4 and continuing on to the main ditch of County Ditch 4.  The flow of 
water in Lateral No. 1 likely changes from flowing both to the north and to the south, depending 
on local hydrologic conditions at the time. `  
 
Watershed Property Ownership:  Due to the proximity of the main ditches of both SD 86 and CD 
4, the original designed watershed area of Lateral No. 1 of SD 86 is limited to portions of Section 3 
and 4, Township 48 North, Range 24 West.  With the exception of the southwest quarter of 
Section 4, which is publicly owned, these two sections of land are owned entirely by the petitioner.
However, when this lateral flows to the north as indicated above, the watershed is potentially 
expanded to include property located in Sections 7, 8, and 9.  Abandonment of this lateral could 
therefore affect the drainage of lands in Sections 7, 8 and 9 at times when the ditch flows to the 
north.   
 
 
 



2 
 

 
Segment 2:  Lateral No. 2 State Ditch 86  
 
Description:  From the southwest corner of Section 4, Township 48 North, Range 24 West 
intersection with the main ditch of SD 86, then north approximately 1 mile to the northwest 
corner of Section 4, Township 48 North, Range 24 West.  
 
Direction of Flow:  The original gradient of this lateral was 0.02% (south) toward the main ditch.  
The south half of this lateral has not been maintained as a ditch and is non-existent today.  The 
north half of this lateral has been maintained and altered to flow to the north to a system of 
private ditches that connect to the main ditch of CD 4. 
 
 Watershed Property Ownership:  Due to the proximity of the main ditches of both SD 86 and CD 
4, the original designed watershed area of Lateral No. 2 of SD 86 is limited to portions of Section 4 
and 5, Township 48 North, Range 24 West.  The southwest quarter of Section 4 and the south half 
of Section 5 are publicly owned.  All other land within Sections 4 and 5 are owned entirely by the 
petitioner.  With alterations to this lateral to cause it to flow to the north, the watershed area is 
still contained to portions of Section 4 and 5  
 
Segment 3:  Lateral No. 3 State Ditch 86 
 
Description:  From the southwest corner of Section 5, Township 48 North, Range 24 West 
intersection with the main ditch of SD 86,  then north approximately 1 mile to the northwest 
corner of Section 5, Township 48 North, Range 24  West. 
 
Direction of Flow:  The original gradient of this lateral was 0.033% toward the main ditch (south).  
The south half of this lateral has not been maintained as a ditch and is non-existent today.  The 
north half of this lateral has been maintained and altered to flow to the north to a system of 
private ditches that connect to the main ditch of CD 4. 
 
Watershed Property Ownership:  Due to the proximity of the main ditches of both SD 86 and CD 
4, the original designed watershed area of Lateral No. 3 of SD 86 is limited to portions of Section 5 
and 6, Township 48 North, Range 24 West.  The south half of Section 5 and the south half of 
Section 6 are publicly owned.  All other land within Sections 5 and 6 is owned entirely by the 
petitioner.  With alterations to this lateral to cause it to flow to the north, the watershed area is 
still contained to portions of Section 5 and 6. 
 
Segment 4. Designation unknown  Fire Relief Commission Ditch B 
 
Description:  From the west quarter corner of Section 34, Township 49 North, Range 24 West at 

 of County Ditch 4, then south 0.5 mile to the southwest 
quarter of Section 34, Township 49 North, Range 24 West. 
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Direction of Flow: The original gradient of this ditch is unknown since there are no records 
available for FRC-B.  During a site visit on May 3, 2023, there was a very subtle flow of water north 
to the main ditch of CD 4. 
 
Watershed Property Ownership:  Due to the proximity of the main ditch of CD 4, the original 
designed watershed area of this ditch is limited to the south half of both Section 34 and 35, 
Township 49 North, Range 24 West, all of which is owned entirely by the petitioner.  However, this 
ditch also provides an outlet for the private ditch on the north side of Section 3 that likely, at 
times, provides a drainage outlet for the County Highway 62 road ditches.  Abandoning this lateral 
would therefore potentially affect the ability of the private ditch on the north side of Section 3 to 
provide a drainage outlet for County Highway 62.  
 
 
 
         
John Welle P.E.    Date  
Aitkin County Engineer      
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